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2nd Annual VMCA Summer 
Festival A Success by  Beth Henderson 

The Valley Mede Summer Festival was a huge success!  
      
With games, crafts, snacks, and live music, it certainly was a 
FAMILY event to be enjoyed by all who attended.  Feedback 
has been positive so we’ll certainly be planning another festival 
for the early summer of 2008. 
 
As you read the Valley Mede newsletters and see postings for 
upcoming events, you’ll notice that activities are typically 
family and community-focused. These events provide perfect 
opportunities to get to know neighbors, make new friends, and 
catch up with those who you haven’t seen for a while. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th of July Parade Draws Big 
Crowd by  Caroline Bodziak  
The Valley Mede July 4 Bike Parade attracted quite a crowd 
this year.  A beautiful summer day brought out about 75-
100 parents, children and neighbors.  The kids decorated their 
bikes, strollers and wagons and paraded their red, white and 
blue around the parking area at Cypressmede Park to the sound 
of marching band music.  The mild weather encouraged 
everyone to stick around and socialize after the parade with 
water, juice, cookies and party favors. 
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History In Our Midst 
By Patti LeConte 
 
The Valley Mede Community was developed upon the former 
estate of Arcadia, built in the late 1700’s by Caleb Dorsey.  His 
son built “Brick House on the Pike” which is still standing just 
off Rt. 40 past the Greenway entrance to Valley Mede.  In 
those days, it was common to bury family members on your 
own property, and their private family burial plot stands at the 
corner of what is now Longview and Hearthstone Roads.  Most 
of the 43 stones in the old cemetery have been broken or are 
now missing, as are the elaborate table-top tombs (boxes that 
were placed over the graves) and the granite walls that 
surrounded it.  The statue of an angel (now headless and its 
wings broken), which presided over the children’s cemetery, 
was rescued and is in safekeeping with Preservation Howard 
County.  Four generations of Dorsey’s are buried within.  The 
oldest dated burial is “Caleb Dorsey of Thos. Jr. who departed 
this life 17th Aug. 1809 Age 3 Yrs.”  The most famous resident 
is Sally Ann Dorsey, the wife of Maryland’s 33rd Governor, 
Thomas Watkins Ligon.  Her tombstone is listed in the DAR’s 
inscriptions at Arcadia, “Sacred to the memory of Sally Ann 
Ligon, wife of T.W. Ligon and eldest daughter of Charles W. 
& Mary T. Dorsey, Born 18th of July 1817, Died 28th of Aug 
1847, aged 30 years, 1 mo. 10 days.”   
 
We recently interviewed local resident Sue Stein, who has 
worked for most of the last 20 years to preserve the cemetery.  
Sue is no longer physically able to keep up the work at the 
cemetery, so it is time to pass the torch.  Restoration is being 
considered as a project that could be undertaken by other 
groups in our community.  Fred Dorsey of Preservation 
Howard County (who is also a Dorsey family descendant) met 
with the VMCA board over the summer to discuss the 
cemetery.  During this meeting, we learned that more than just 
a general clean up of brush and debris is required when dealing 
with this kind of historical site.  Restoration protocol is that 
several initial steps precede any kind of long lasting cleanup. If 
you are interested in learning more about this project or the 
cemetery in general, please visit our website to read more at 
www.valleymede.org. 
  

Greg Fox -  Council District 5 to 
Speak at October 16th  Meeting  
Please join your community at the VMCA Community Meeting 
on October 16th at 7:30pm a�� �!"#�� $�%#&'� �!#�� �����#�!�(�
�)%����"#��%���"��!�(*��
 

Officer Linkens represented Ho. Co. Police at the Festival 
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Mount Hebron High School 
Needs Your Voice by Allison Anderson 

The renovation plans proposed by the Dept. of Education will 
not bring Mt Hebron up to current county educational 
specifications, nor will the school be in compliance for life 
safety codes (fire, ADA).  This is a change in policy for how 
other large scale renovation projects have been completed 
(Howard High School) and sets a dangerous precedent.  
According to the current timeline, no ground will be broken on 
a renovation (or new school) until 2010, meaning current 
middle school and some elementary school students will be the 
most affected.  
  
A public hearing on the capital budget will be held on Sept 
20th at 7:30pm and the Board of Education needs to hear your 
thoughts/concerns. Visit http://www.mhhsptsa.com/8.html to 
find out how you can help. Additional summaries of this 
process are posted at www.valleymede.org, plus relevant sites.  
 

“What’s your sign?”  by Beth Henderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A great deal of consideration is being given to the updating, 
landscaping, and/or renovation of the Valley Mede 
signage/stone walls located at Greenway Drive and Route 40. 
 
If you are in the sign business, feel strongly about providing 
input, or are willing to make a small donation to the 
completion of this project, we want to hear from you!  
 
We live in a beautiful community. … Our goal is to refine the 
front entranceway so it is as welcoming and memorable as the 
residents within! 

Valley Mede Community Tent  
We still have a beautiful 10 by 15 foot tent available for rental 
by VM residents. $25.00 per day. Call 410-461-3026 for 
details. Those late summer parties are just around the corner. 
 

Yard Sale on September 15th 
We all know that one person's junk is another person's 
treasure.  Want to get rid of some "treasure," or do you prefer 
to plan for the treasure hunt?  Either way, mark your calendar 
for the Valley Mede Community Association's Annual Fall 
Yard Sale on Saturday, September 15 where from 8:00 am-
1:00 pm, you can prowl the streets or hawk your wares.  
 
 

Speed Bump ~ Slow Down  by Debbie Wolf 

 
No doubt, you’ve noticed road crews working hard at 
resurfacing speed bumps along many of our more busy thru-
roads.  Whether you’re fond of this traffic calming approach or 
not, it’s an effort to reduce speed.  
  

 
 
 
For the safety of our neighborhood children, please stay alert 
and drive carefully, especially on side streets and smaller cul-
de-sacs where children are often at play.                  Thank you! 

Pay your dues of $12.00 if your address label r eads RESIDENT. 
Send your payment to Bill Henderson, 9853 Helmwood Court, 
Ellicott City, MD, 21042, and made payable to VMCA.  

Name ______________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ __ 

Phone ________________________       

Email _______________________________________ 
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Please patronize our sponsors. 
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Equal Housing 


